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1953 Home Accident Statistics 





HERE WERE 29,000 home accident 
deaths in 1953 and approximately 
4,350,000 disabling injuries. The rate for 
home accidental deaths per 100,000 per- 

ons was 18.3. 

The costs including lost wages or their 
equivalent, medical expenses and over- 
head cost of insurance amounted to 
$750,000,000. This is a minimum esti- 
mate and does not include property 
damage, of which fire losses alone to- 
talled more than $200,000,000. 

Of the total of 29,000 home accidental 
deaths approximately 25,200 occurred in 
urban homes and rural non-farm homes 
with a rate of 18.6 per 100,000 popula- 
tion. There were about 3,800 deaths in 
farm homes with a rate of 16.7 per 
100,000 population. 

Falls accounted for 14,500 of the 
deaths; 12,600 or 5 out of 6 of these 
were persons 65 years of age and older. 
Fire burns and other deaths associated 
with conflagrations took 5,200 lives in 
1953. Because of their relative helpless- 
ness, yeung children and aged persons 
are frequent fire victims. 

Mechanical suffocation took 1,550 lives. 
Of these deaths 95 per cent occurred be- 
fore the age of 5, and over 90 per cent 
before the age of 1 year. There is sub- 
stantial evidence that many sudden 
deaths of infants are associated with in- 
fections—particularly of the air passage 


and lungs—rather than with an external 
cause. 

Over four-fifths of all fatal accidental 
poisonings occur in the home. In 1953 
the total number of deaths was 1,200. 
Barbituric acid, with its derivatives, is 
the substance most frequently recorded. 
When poisonous substances are acces- 
sible to young children, or when adults 
fail to check medicines for kind and 
quantity before taking, serious conse- 
quences may be expected. 

Poisonous gas was responsible for 950 
deaths. The high death rate among 
elderly people is associated at least 
partly with defective equipment and in- 
sufficient ventilation, which in turn is 
associated with the substandard living 
quarters necessitated by reduced income. 

Firearms took 1,000 lives. Two-fifths 
of all fatal firearms accidents occurred in 
the home. All other home accidents 
were responsible for 4,600 fatalities. 


Death rates for the principal types of 
home accidents, per 100,000 population 
in each age group, were as follows: 

Under 1 year—Mechanical 
GIS, 6a5bs4 winesassean 42.1 
to 4 years—Fire burns 
to 14 years—Fire burns 
to 24 years—Fire burns 
to 44 years—Fire burns .... 1. 
to 64 years—Falls ......... 3.4 
years and over—Falls........ 94.6 
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Chicago Poisoning Control Program 


By Edward Press, M.D., M.P.H. 


Accident Prevention Committee 
Illinois Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 


HE FIRST COMBINATION poisoning infor- 

mation, prevention, and treatment pro- 
gram of its type has been recently estab- 
lished in Chicago. The Illinois chapter of 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, all 
five Chicago medical colleges, the local 
health department, the state Toxicological 
Laboratory, and the state Crippled Chil- 
dren’s Agency have pooled their efforts to 
fight the fast growing menace of accidental 
poisoning from household substances. 


The advances in synthetic chemical indus- 
tries, coupled with modern methods of mer- 
chandising aided by radio, television and 
newspaper advertising, have put hosts of 
potentially dangerous materials into almost 
every household. There is hardly a home 
without several or most of such items as: 


Poisoning prevention with the aid of health de- 
partment follow-up is an essential part of the 
program. Here an epidemiologist from the Chi- 
cago Board of Health on a home follow-up visit 
points out the hazord in leaking kerosene space 
heaters where the drippings are caught in a tin 
can—available to an exploring youngster. 





insecticides, rat poisons, home hair waving 
solutions, home cleaners and spot removers, 
home manicure sets, weed killers, silver 
cleaning solutions, fuel oil and so forth. 

Any of these substances, if accidentally 
swallowed by an inquisitive, exploring child, 
might be serious and perhaps fatal. More- 
over, with the great variety of materials 
available, many bearing only trade names, 
it is practically impossible for a physician. 
to know what the chief constituents of all 
of them are, or what the most effective anti- 
dote and treatment should be. 


It is for the purpose of attacking this 
problem that a Poisoning Control Commit- 


tee was organized under the sponsorship ee 
the Illinois chapter of the American Aca 


emy of Pediatrics. The hospitals participat- 
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a... were at first limited to six that were 


closely associated with the medical schools 
in Chicago. The program has now been 
expanded so that any hospital in the Chi- 
cago metropolitan area may participate. In 
addition, other full time health departments 
may be included with the Chicago Board of 
Health. Already the number of hospitals has 
more than doubled and three or four health 
departments have been added. 

Each of the participating hospitals is fur- 
nished a loose leaf manual compiled by eval- 
uating and summarizing current literature 
on the subject. This manual is used as a 
reference guide to the chemical constituents 
of common household substances and con- 
tains treatment recommendations for their 
accidental ingestion by children. 

4 standard report form is used for all 
cases treated in hospital emergency rooms 
and the form is then forwarded to the local 
health department. Where indicated, home 
visits and other follow-up contact measures 
are made by health department personnel to 
help correct conditions leading to the acci- 
dental swallowing of poison and to prevent 
a recurrence. 

The reports are then analyzed and sum- 
marized with the aid of centralized me- 
chanical tabulation procedures and with the 
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Information on the most recent antidotes and 

treatments is made available to the emergency 

rooms of all the participating hospitals. This 

child is having his stomach emptied by tube in 

the emergency room of Children's ‘Aemorial Hos- 

pital, one of the six initial hospitais participating 
in the program. 


guidance of the committee members. Help- 
ful information obtained is made available 
periodically to the participating hospitals 
and frequent revisions to the loose leaf 
manual keep it up to date and abreast of 
new developments. 

During the first five months (November 
15, 1954, to May 1, 1954) and prior to ex- 
pansion beyond the original six hospitals, a 
total of 223 were treated in the emergency 
rooms of the hospitals. Of these, 87 were 
serious enough to require hospitalization, 
but not a single death occurred in the series. 
The patients swallowed a variety of sub- 
stances including rat poison, turpentine, 
kerosene, insecticide, liniment, bleaches, lye 
and many others. 


Of the 223 patients studied thus far, 190 
were located for follow-up contacts, and in 
the majority of these the follow-up contacts 
led to corrective measures which the epi- 
demiologist felt were likely to prevent simi- 
lar accidents from recurring. 


The American Academy of Pediatrics has 
approved the program and the manual in 
principle and is encouraging its members 
in other cities to organize similar programs. 
Already Boston, New York City, Washing- 
ton, D. C., Cincinnati, and others have ini- 
tiated plans to develop centers of their own. 
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HE WOMEN’S Division of the Kansas City, 
Missouri, Safety Council has completed a 
successful large-scale contest entitled “Op- 
eration Safe Home.” Local women’s or- 
ganizations submitted their exhibits and 
outlines of their programs. Some of the pro- 
grams had been launched as early as Sep- 
tember and ran until May or into the sum- 
mer. In June top awards of $50 were given 
to four of the organizations, and three other 
groups received certificates of merit. 
The top award winning programs are 
described below: 


Hale Cook PTA 


The safety program of the Hale Cook 
Parent-Teacher Association ran from Jan- 
uary to April. Children were actively en- 
gaged in various phases of the program. 

{ poster contest for the children fur- 
nished enough exhibits for a display in store 
windows as well as in school. A television 
program included the young members of 
Hale Cook School and reached thousands in 
Kansas City. At a special school assembly 


members of the PTA presented “Going, 
Going, Gone,” a home safety play. 








OPERATION 
SAFE HOME , 


4 member of the police department spoke 
to the children on “Safety In The Home,” 
after which checklists were distributed. The 
PTA brought home safety messages by tele- 
vision, exhibits, talks and pamphlets to over 
500 families and 800 children. 


American Legion Auxiliary 


The Nixon-Baber Unit No. 332 of the 
American Legion Auxiliary also won an 
award for their home safety program which 
began in December and was planned to 
extend through most of the summer. 

The first of the year, the civil defense 
chairman arranged a home nursing course 


which was completed by twelve member fia) 
and the January and February meetings o 


the auxiliary were devoted to stressing the 
need for home safety in civil defense. 

The March meeting included a report on 
an essay contest which had Americanism as 
its theme. The importance of keeping the 
home a safe place in which to live was 
brought out in the summary report of the 
essays. 

In April child safety served as the theme 
for the monthly meeting. A miniature house, 


The model house-cleaning supplies closet on ex- 

hibit at the Kansas City Home Show. Members 

of the Women's Ch of C ce handed 

out tickets for the drawing which took place at 
the end of the show. 
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made and furnished by members of the 
Auxiliary, was used as a focal point in a 
presentation of a home safety skit before 
a school group. Educational literature was 
also distributed at this meeting. 


The miniature house was passed from 
room to room of the school during May 
and June. Each class worked out its own 
safety program with the help of the edu- 
cational literature. 


It was planned to exhibit the miniature 
house at the Department of Missouri Legion 
Convention in July. There were to be scenes 
depicting accidents in each room with cards 
telling the annual number of deaths and dis- 
abling injuries from each cause. 

About 500 people were reached by the 
program and the organization has definite 
plans for safety a tivities in the future. 


Women's Auxiliary 


The Women’s Auxiliary of the Jackson 
County Medical Society sponsored a home 
safety program which started in January. 
The chairman of the Auxiliary presented 
some accident facts at a February luncheon 
meeting. The checklist “Are You Safety 
Conscious?” was distributed to the audience. 
Those present were reminded that promot- 
ing safety in their own homes is not enough 
and were urged to take and distribute extra 
copies of the checklist. More than 5,000 of 
these pamphlets were distributed. 


At the afternoon session of the meeting a 
panel “Know Your Community” was _ pre- 
sented. Home safety and the work of the 
safety council were stressed. 


Some members of the group were inter- 
viewed on television in March. They gave 
the pertinent facts and figures on home ac- 
cidents and stressed the good work being 
done in other cities in cutting the accident 
toll. They also urged the housewives listen- 
ing in to do something themselves about 
home safety. They were encouraged to en- 
ter their organization’s programs in_ the 
“Operation Safe Home” contest. 

The members of the Jackson County 
Medical Society Auxiliary plan to continue 
their safety work as a part of the yearly 
program. 


Women's Chamber of Commerce 


The Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
worked on a_ special project throughout 
their campaign—a model house-cleaning 
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and supplies closet. The project was based 
on the premise that a place for everything 
—from cleaning utensils to poisons and 
chemicals needed for housekeeping—would 
help to reduce the accident toll. The mem- 
bers exhibited the model house-cleaning 
and supplies closet, made and supplied by 
safety committee members themselves, at the 
annual Home Show at the Municipal Audi- 
torium in Kansas City. As an added attrac- 
tion 8000 cards were signed giving individ- 
uals the chance to win the closet and _ its 
contents in a drawing at the end of the show. 








4% Raters displayed in 
Waldo shopping distacl 
A display card from the exhibit submitted by the 


Hale Cook School PTA showing two of their many 
activities for home safety. 





Four TV programs and five radio broad- 
casts mentioned the project and reminded 
listeners to see the exhibit at the Home 
Show. Various newspaper and magazine ar- 
ticles also publicized the project and told 
about home safety. And more than 10,000 
home safety educational pieces were dis- 
tributed from the exhibit booth. 

The safety committee felt that the project 
served as a graphic portrayal of the con- 
tribution which a homemaker could make 
to secure her family’s safety. It served also 
to bring the public into personal contact, 
and afforded members of the safety com- 
mittee an opportunity to supply safety data. 

Through their exhibit the Women’s Cham- 
ber of Commerce succeeded in reaching 
about 10,000 people with safety informa- 
tion and materials. 











42nd NATIONAL SAFETY CONGRESS 
HOME SAFETY PROGRAM 


Chicago, Illinois 


Tuesday, October 19, All-day Session 
Conrad Hilton Hotel a 


Annual Meeting of Home Safety Conference 


9:30 A.M. SECTIONAL MEETINGS 
12:30 P.M. LUNCHEON 
2:00 P.M. ALL-CONFERENCE GENERAL SESSION 


Wednesday, October 20, Morning Session 
Congress Hotel 


JOINT SESSION WITH AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS AND 
NSC INDUSTRIAL AND TRAFFIC DIVISIONS 


Presiding: E. C. McFADDEN, Vice-President for Industrial Safety, National Safety Council. 
WHAT COMMUNITY SAFETY HOLDS FOR THE SAFETY ENGINEER 

Benefits to the Safety Department and to the Company, WILLIAM E. HELMS, Manager, 
Medical Department and Safety, Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania. 

Traffic Safety and Industrial Management, JOSEPH L. LINGO, Director of Traffic Safety, 
State of Indiana. 

How You Can Teach Home Safety to Your Employees: a dramatization, CHARLES a | 
COOK, Safety Director, E. I. du Pont, Louisville. 


Wednesday, October 20, Noon 
Conrad Hilton Hotel 
HOME SAFETY MERIT AWARD LUNCHEON 


(By invitation only) 


Sponsored by E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, Inc., of Wilmington, Delaware. 

Toastmaster: JOSEPH S. QUEENER, Manager, Safety and Fire Protection Division, E. I. du 
Pont de Nemours and Company. 

Presentation of Awards: NED H. DEARBORN, President, National Safety Council. 

Address: WALTER A. STEWART, President, American Optical Company; Vice-President 
for Home Safety, National Safety Council. 


Thursday, October 21, Morning Session 
Conrad Hilton Hotel 


Presiding: DR. WALTER CUTTER, Assistant Director, Center for Safety Education, New 

York University. 
WAYS TO MAKE YOUR HOME SAFETY PROGRAM INTERESTING 

A TV Show—“Getting Down to Brass Tacks,” MRS. KATHLEEN K. DEVINE, Safety 
and Occupational Health Bureau, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New York. 

A Home Safety Party, WALTER LADD, Manager of the St. Joseph Safety Council, Missouri. 

A Magic Show—“Poisoning,”” CLYDE R. POWELL, Public Relations Director of Endicott 
Johnson Corporation, New York. 

Refrigerator Hazards—A Motion Picture, PAUL B. REED, Educational Director of 
Refrigeration Service Engineers Society, Milwaukee. 
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OCTOBER--Fire Safety 


Qcrose IS THE TIME to prepare for the 

winter months ahead. And while you 
and your family and neighbors are busy 
putting up storm windows and rearranging 


the storeroom, why not check for fire 
Pow as well? 


Make your whole community fire preven- 
tion conscious during the month of October. 
Contact your fire department and _ local 
safety council for their cooperation and sup- 
port. 


Arrange to have spot announcements dur- 
ing radio news broadcasts or between pro- 
grams—short reminders that will encourage 
listeners to act. Or perhaps an entire pro- 
gram can be scheduled. The local fire chief 
could speak of the need for individual re- 
sponsibility in the fire prevention campaign, 
or a local building inspector might enumer- 
ate the fire hazards which are most fre- 
quently found in the average home. 


The newspaper could run a very effective 
picture story on the “before” and “after” 
appearance of homes cleared of fire haz- 
ards with suggestions on how to prevent 

es in your own home. Another article 

ight list the local ordinances for burning 
rubbish and leaves, storing flammable 
liquids, and so forth. 


Youth groups in cooperation with the fire 
and police departments might carry out a 
poster-slogan campaign. By displays of 
posters and printed slogans in cars, buses, 
stores, theaters, on park and city bulletin 
boards, the idea of fire prevention will be 
made foremost in the community’s thoughts. 


NOVEMBER--Firearms Safety 


Before long the man of the family will 
haul out his rifle and hunting gear and be- 
gin telling tales of last year’s hunting trip 
all over again. Take this opportunity of 
increased enthusiasm to interest him and 
others in your community in a November 
program for firearms and hunting safety. 


Boy Scouts, YMCA clubs, and other youth 
organizations will be planning camping 
trips, hikes and short hunting expeditions 
during the late fall. Perhaps fathers of the 
boys or members of the police department 
would be willing to put on a demonstration 
of the safe use and handling of hunting 
equipment with particular stress on firearms. 
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Arrange for a picture story in the local 
newspaper portraying a “hunting trip” and 
offering suggestions and tips for hunting and 
firearms safety. 


Too often guns stored in desk or night 
table drawers, closets, shelves, or other 
easily accessible spots in the home are the 
cause of serious or fatal wounds to mem- 
bers of the family. The newspaper may run 
an article on firearms safety in the home. 
Ask a local authority on firearms to speak 
at a women’s club gathering, or PTA meet- 
ing, men’s clubs, etc., stressing the potential 
danger of firearms kept haphazardly about 
the house. 


For support in your program contact the 
local sporting goods dealers. They may be 
willing to arrange exhibits of equipment 
and supply information for instructive talks. 





THEME-A-MONTH 


These are suggested themes for a 
year-round program which can be used 
either for a community-wide program 
or for projects within your own or- 
ganization. 

SEPTEMBER 
Child Safety—Back to School 
OCTOBER 
Fire Safety—Fire Prevention Week 
NOVEMBER 
Safety with Firearms—Hunting 
DECEMBER 
Keep Them Safe at Christmas 
JANUARY 
Winter Hazards Around the Home 
FEBRUARY 
Home Management and Safety 
MARCH 
Home Repair with Relation to Safety 
APRIL 
Yard and Gardening Safety 
MAY 
Infant Safety 
JUNE 
Built-in Safety 
JULY-AUGUST 
Summertime Safety—Vacations 














OFF-THE-JOB SAFETY KIT 


Tre LATEST STATISTICS show that more 

than many workers are killed 
in off-the-job accidents (at home, in traffic 
and public places) than are killed in on-the- 
job accidents. Many companies are finding 
that there is a great need for off-the-job 
safety education for their employees and 
families. 

The National Saftey Council now has 
available the new, revised Off-the-Job Safety 
Kit. It is designed primarily for use by 
industries in educating their employees and 
families in safety off-the-job. The kit in- 
eludes leaflets, posters, fact sheets, planning 
guide, and program suggestions aimed at 
the three areas of off-the-job safety: home, 
traffic, and public safety. Family safety is 
emphasized by projects such as family stunt 
night. family safety committees, and so 
forth. There are also program suggestions 
for the employee himself, and for the com- 
munity as a whole. 


The Kit can be obtained from 
tional Safety Council for $1 each. 


twice as 


the Na- 


Publications 


Here Safety Films, a six-page leaflet list- 

ing home safety films, their source, and 
availability terms. This is an excerpt from 
the 1954 edition of the National Directory 
of Safety Films (75 cents each from NSC). 
Single copies of the leaflet may be obtained 
free of charge from the home safety divi- 
sion of the National Safety Council. 

Home Safety Principles has been pub- 
lished by the National Association of Home 
Builders in cooperation with the National 
Safety Council and the Public Health Serv- 
ice, U. S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. This is the first attempt by 
the industry itself to set up a guide for the 
construction of safe and structurally sound 
homes. Copies may be obtained from your 
local home builders association. 


Films 


EFRIGERATION Service Engineers Society 

has_ issued films, both entitled 
Don’t Leave A Death Trap, on abandoned 
refrigerators. One is a 16 mm sound film, 
black and white, 13 min., selling for $50; 
the other is a 35 mm sound slide film, black 
and white, 10 min., selling for $20. To pur- 
chase them, write Thomas Carnell, Southern 
Regional Association, RSES, 980 W. Peach- 
tree St. N.W., Atlanta 5, Ga. 

If you have a local chapter of the Re- 
frigeration Service Engineers Society in 
your community, they can obtain the films 
free on loan. To find out whether there is 
a local chapter in your community, write 
Educational Department, Refrigeration Serv- 
ice Engineers Society, 1721 East Lake Bluff 
Blvd., Milwaukee 11, Wis. 

Little Smokey, 16 mm _ sound motion, 
black and white or color, 12 min., TV/OK. 
Documentary on Smokey, the forest fire pre- 
venting bear, narrated by Hopalong Cassidy. 
For all age groups. 

Smokey Bear Trailers, Series U1, 16 mm 
or 35 mm sound motion, black and white 
or color, TV/OK. Three trailers designed 
primarily for television and theatrical use, 
featuring Smokey Bear. Forest fire preven- 
tion rules given. Titles: Break Your Matcit 
(40 see.), Use Your Ash Tray (40 sec.), 
Obey the Fire Laws (1 min.). Source: di- 
vision of information and education, Forest 
Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington 25, D. C. Availability basis: 
loan. For purchase from United World Films, 


Inc., 1445 Park Ave., New York 29, N. Y. 


two 


FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 


Fire Prevention Week will be October 3-9 
this year. Order posters, display cards, 
stickers, and other materials for your local 
campaign from the National Fire Protection 
Association, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston 10, 
Mass. The deadline for ordering supplies 


is September 22. 
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